IN THE CLAIMS: 



Please amend claims^>0; J3-i5, 17 and 20 as shown below, in which changes are '\,l<?3 
shown with strikethrough and/or underscoring. Aloo, please cancel claim 2 widiout p re judi ce 
and ^vithQut dedication or abando n ment of the subjeci mauer xhererofr 



1 . ^resentl)^. amended) A hydrophilic member comprising: 
a tin\pxide layer having a rutile structure formed on a surface of a substrate; and 
an overcoat layer formed on the surface of said tin oxide layer, wherein said overcoat 
layer has a surface V)larity opposite to that of tin oxide, is selected from at least one of silicon 
oxide, aluminum oxio^, zirconium oxide, eerie oxide, and titanium oxide, and the mean surface 
roughness (RJ of the topssurface thereof is within a range of 0.5 to 25 nm. 



2. Cancelled. 

3. (Previously amended) A nvdrophilic member according to claim 1, wherein the mean 
surface roughness (RJ of said tin oxideJayer is also v^thin a range of from 0.5 to 25 nm. 

4. (Previously amended) A hydrophflk; member according to claim 1, wherein the mean 
spacing (S^,) of the irregularities of the top surface of said overcoat layer is within a range of 4 
nm to 300 nm. 

5. (Previously amended) A hydrophilic member\ccording to claim 1, wherein said tin 
oxide layer has a thickness within a range of 10 to 800 nm. 



6. (Previously amended) A hydrophilic member accordii\g to claim 1, wherein said 
overcoat layer has a thickness within a range of 0.1 to lOOnm. 
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Y (Previously amended) A hydrophilic member according to claim 12, wherein the 
refractive Vdex of said undercoat film acting as a barrier against alkali is between the refractive 
index of the substrate and the refractive index of the tin oxide layer. 

8. (Previously amended) A hydrophilic member according to claim 12, wherein said 
undercoat film is a layeted body of tin oxide and silicon oxide. 

9. (Previously amended) A hydrophilic member according to claim 1, wherein said 
substrate is selected from the group consisting of: glass the main component of which is silicon 
oxide; tile; ceramic; and a metal plate. 

1 0. (Efes©fttly^ amended) A hydrdphilic member according to claim 1 , wherein said ^ ^ ^ j ^ j 
hydrophilic member is a mirror having a tmn metal film formed on the substrate surface the r eof, 
between the substrate and the tin oxide lave nvor on an opposite surface of the substrate . 

1 1 . Cancelled. \ 

12. (Previously added) A hydrophilic membter according to claim 1, fiirther including an 
undercoat film disposed between the surface of said substrate and said tin oxide layer, said 
undercoat film acting as a barrier against alkali. \ 

13. (Presen t ly amended) A hydrophilic member accoraing to claim 12, wherein said ^ 
hydrophilic member is a mirror having a thin metal film formeci on the substrate surface tiiereof 
between the substrate and the undercoat film, or on an opposite sVface of said substrate . 



14. (Presently ^added^ A hydrophilic member according to clzdm 2 i, wherein the mean ) 4o3 
surface roughness (RJ of said tin oxide layer is also within a range of from 0.5 to 25 nm. 
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\5. (Presently added) A hydrophilic member according to claim 2 i, wherein the mean , 
spacing (S\^of the irregularities of the top surface of said overcoat layer is within a range of 4 
nm to 300 rmi\ 

16. (Previousiyadded) A hydrophilic member according to claim 14, wherein the mean 
spacing (S^) of the irregul^ities of the top surface of said overcoat layer is within a range of 4 
nm to 300 nm. \ 

1 7. (Presently added) A hydrophilic member according to claim 2 i, wherein said tin ^ / ^ ^ 
oxide layer has a thickness within a ran^ of 10 to 800 nm. 

18. (Previously added) A hydrophilibsinember according to claim 15, wherein said tin 
oxide layer has a thickness within a range of 10 usi 800 nm. 

19. (Previously added) A hydrophilic membei\according to claim 16, wherein said tin 
oxide layer has a thickness within a range of 10 to 800 nnL 

\ 

20. (Presently added) A hydrophilic member accordingsto claim 2 1, wherein said 4 ^ 

overcoat layer has a thickness within a range of 0. 1 to 1 OOnm. \ 



